A bacterial strain was isolated from a wastewater lagoon and identified as Pseudomonasfluorescens. This isolate was able to utilize linalool as a sole carbon and energy source. The ability was fQund to be encoded on a 60-megadalton transmissible plasmid, pSRQ60. The plasmid was also mated into a commercial waste treatment strain, which expanded its ability to utilize other isoprenoid compounds.
Pseudomonads have been shown to utilize acyclic isoprenoid compounds. Pseudomonas citronellolis and Pseudomonas incognita have been previously described as being able to utilize citronellol, geraniol, and linalool (3, 6) . Recently, a 50-megadalton (MDa) plasmid has been associated with the degradation of geraniol (9) .
In this report we describe the isolation of a Pseudomonas fluorescens s train capable of utilizing linalool as a sole carbon and energy source and demonstrate the presence of a transmissible plasmid that specifies its degradation.
Soil samples were obtained from the area surrounding a waste treatment lagoon from a turpentine processor. The soil samples were inoculated into a minimal salts medium (7) for Mating experiments were accomplished by the method of Olsen (4) . The The metabolism of linalool has been extensively investigated by Renganthan and Madyastha (5) . Their isolate of Pseudomonas incognita grew slowly in the presence of 0.3% linalool as the sole carbon and energy source. The presence of the 60-MDa plasmid pSRQ60 enhances the degradative rate of our strain. The substrate range of a commercial strain has also been extended to include an additional isoprenoid, linalool.
Isoprenoid compounds generated from chemical manufacturers and citrus processors are often released into the environment. These compounds are not considered toxic; however, they are difficult for bacteria to degrade (1) . Plasmids that encode specific isoprenoid metabolism will allow for more effective bacterial utilization of these compounds. filter sterilized and checked for the residual linalool at the completion of the growth experiment. This was accomplished by gas chromatography on a Supelco column (model GP5%SP-2100/0. 1%SP-401). From comparisons with linalool standards it was determined that 90% of the carbon source had been utilized.
